
 

 

These are tough times for general practice. It seems we’re constantly facing new barriers to 
providing the best possible care – severe funding pressures, the consequences of yet another re-
organisation of the NHS, and the imposition of changes to our contract. 

 
Meanwhile, our patients are often unclear or confused by the changes to their NHS, especially as 
reported by some of the media. They aren’t getting the real story. That’s why we’re launching a new 
initiative today to help patients and the public understand what’s really happening in general 
practice and the wider NHS. 

 
Our initiative includes changingnhs.com - a new section of the BMA website that explains the key 
changes and pressures, and lets the public know how to have their say, while also making clear our 

concerns.    

In your BMJ this week, you will receive a poster promoting the website. Please consider displaying 
it in your practice. The main sections on the site have been designed to be printer-friendly, so you 
may also want to run off copies of some of the pages for patients who do not have internet access. 
We’ll be raising awareness of the site further through online advertising, contact with other 
organisations, and media coverage. 
 
We also want politicians to find out more about what’s really happening on the ground, so we’ve 
written to MPs encouraging them to spend time in a local practice. Our public affairs team will be in 
touch with you if your MP is interested in taking part in the practice visit scheme. 

 

Please note that all of this is only the first step 
in a longer term campaign seeking to engage 
doctors and patients in a dialogue about the 
future of general practice. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Yours Sincerely 

Dr Laurence Buckman, 
Chair, GPs Committee, British Medical 
Association 
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